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AGRICULTURAL CLASSIFICATION  GUIDELINES  
(Commonly known as ñGreenbeltò) 

Â To qualify for a Agricultural Classification the property must be primarily used for 
ñBona Fideò Agricultural Purposes. Bona Fide Agricultural Purpose means 
ñGood Faith Commercial Agricultural use of the Landò. 

 

Â The process starts by a property owner filing an agricultural application. Once an 
application is received, the property is physically inspected to determine the 
actual use. Some of the factors we consider in determining a commercial use of 
the land are proper care of the land using acceptable agricultural practices, and 
Income and expense statements, tax return (Schedule Fôs), receipts, business 
plans, etc.  The operation should have an expectation of making a profit and the 
property being considered for agricultural classification must be in agricultural 
use as of January 1st for the year you are filing. The deadline for filing a 
agricultural application is March 1st.  

 

Â If the application is granted, the agricultural classification will automatically 
renew pending an annual inspection.  Properties that are granted the agricultural 
classification  are assessed based on the potential income of the commodities 
being produced. Only areas actually utilized for the agricultural operation shall 
qualify. 

 



 

Â If the application is denied, the owner is notified and given the opportunity to 
provide additional information regarding the agricultural operation. If after 
additional information is reviewed and the property remains denied, the property 
owner may file a petition with the Value Adjustment Board challenging the 
Property Appraisers decision. (For additional information see Florida Statutes 
193.461)  

 

Â Hillsborough County does not have a minimum size requirement to qualify for 
the agricultural classification but the parcel must be large enough to sustain a 
commercial operation. Hobby farms or livestock/produce for personal use do not 
qualify.  

 

Â If property is leased, the lease must be in effect as of January 1st. A current 
copy of the lease must accompany the application. The property owner is 
responsible to make sure the lessee is utilizing the property, has a commercial 
agricultural operation, and is willing to provide financial information regarding 
their operation.  



PASTURE LAND 

Â The pasture land 
must be used for 
a commercial 
Cattle Operation 
and must have 
cattle or signs of 
cattle on the 
property 

 

Â Efforts must be 
made to maintain 
and care 
sufficiently for the 
land, i.e. fertilizing, 
liming, tilling, 
mowing etc. 



STRAWBERRIES 

Â Management practices, 
which are typical for the 
industry, are expected to 
be followed. 

 

Â Strawberries are typically 
picked in December 
through May with peak in 
March and April. 
Hydroponics is giving the 
grower an extended 
season. 



Cropland 

Â ñCroplandò is used in 
reference to those agricultural 
products referred to as 
vegetables. 

 

Â There are a variety of 
vegetables grown at various 
times of the year. 

 

Â Management practices which 
are typical for the industry are 
expected to be followed. 



CITRUS 

Â Trees must be set or 

in process by January 

1st. 

 

Â Proper care and 

management of the 

grove must be 

evident. 

 

Â A producing grove 

must be harvested 

and have an 

expectation of a 

profit. 

 

 

 



NURSERY 

Â Nurseries should 
have a certificate of 
inspection issued by 
the Department of 
Agriculture Division of 
Plant Industry. 

 

Â Sales should be on a 
wholesale level. 

 

Â Management 
practices and 
densities, which are 
typical for the 
industry, are 
expected to be 
followed. 


